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22nd/23rd both these cavalry detachments sent recon-
noitring squadrons towards Soignies. Nothing was
definitely known of General Jofire's plan of campaign.
It was believed that one or two German corps with
a cavalry division were opposed to the British force,
and this seemed to be confirmed by the reports of air
reconnaissances and patrols. On the afternoon of the
23rd General French received information that the
Germans were attacking the "Mons line"; the right
wing from Mons to Bray was especially threatened,
so that General Haig's I. Corps had to bend back its
right flank to the south of Bray,* and the 5th Cavalry
Brigade had to withdraw southwards from Binche,
which was immediately occupied by the Germans.
At Mons itself the right wing of General Hamilton's
3rd Division was in position on the 23rd. It was
threatened with being outflanked, and General French
therefore ordered it to retire southwards before dark
if the II. Corps was seriously menaced. At 5 p.m.-
General Joffre sent the unexpected information that
at least three German corps were advancing against
the front of the British force, and one was threatening
to outflank it from Tournai; and that the French. Fifth
Army and the two French Eeserve Divisions were
already in retreat, as the Germans had obtained pos-
session of the Sambre crossings between Charleroi and
Namur on the 22nd. According to his report, General
French had already in view another position farther
in rear, its right resting on Maubeuge and its left on
Curgies, west of Jenlain, on the Maubeuge-Valenciennes
* Von Kluck's mistake as to the position of the right of the
L Corps has been noticed in the previous footnote. Not being
where he imagined it to be, it did not have to " bend back n as he
states.

